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In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful 

Islamic Will Document 

Prepared by Sheikh Dr. Qatanani 

 

Praise be to Allah, Who bestowed death and mortality and restricted eternity and immortality 

to Himself.  He does as He pleases, He whose ownership and sovereignty command the land 

and the sky. No one is to adjust His ruling or repel His decree. May Allah’s Prayers and Peace be 

bestowed on [Prophet Muhammad,] the Best Creation to ever live and die. He lived on earth 

and died leaving His life as a model, and His death as a reference and a lesson. He advised, 

guided, and taught us to excel in dying, in the same way that we excel in living.  

As to what follows, the wise person is the one who prepares for his death and meeting his Lord, 

who makes of his life a bridge towards his repentance and acceptance into Paradise by working 

until the last moment of his life following what benefits him and satisfies his Lord, and who 

made his after-life a continuity to his righteousness in his life and a good state in his grave and 

hereafter. That is why, the will has signified the steadfastness of the deceased servant in 

listening and obeying the Lord, and his willingness to preserve the righteousness of his family 

and those he left behind him.  

Accordingly, I will introduce the Islamic will, its legitimacy, its most important rulings, as well as 

its moral. Following the introduction comes the text of the Islamic will. To fulfill its purpose and 

validity, the Islamic will requires the guidance and instructions of an Imam knowledgeable 

about Islamic jurisprudence, and the will must be notarized. 



2 
 

I. Introduction of the Islamic will 
“Will1” (wasiyya) [in Arabic] refers to joining and reuniting. That is because the dead person 

reunites with his worldly possessions even after his death2. In general, “wasiyya” means 

approaching and preaching to the other about what he does.  

Accordingly, Allah the Exalted says:  

“’And Abraham instructed His Sons [to do the same] and [so did] Jacob, [saying], ‘o My Sons, 

indeed Allah has chosen for You this religion, so do not die except while You are Muslims.’" (Al-

Baqarah: 132)  

 

“Will” in Islamic jurisdiction is defined as a benevolent post-death additional transmission of 

ownership.3 

The will entails the following:  

1- Enjoining those whom the testator left behind him in life (family, relatives, etc.) to be 

righteous and abiding by Allah’s law. 

2- Enjoining them to preserve the prayer and acts of worship, obey Allah the Exalted, and 

avoid the forbidden.  

3- Enjoining them on what is related to sickness, death, and medical matters.  

4- Enjoining them on what is related to the funeral, burial, and their expenses.  

5- Enjoining them to pay off loans.  

6- Enjoining them to donate some [of the inheritance] money to righteous people and 

deeds for the sake of Allah the Exalted.  

7- Enjoining them to donate some money to some relatives and those with a kin 

relationship for the sake of Allah the Exalted.  

                                                           
1 Lisan Al-Arab (Tongue of Arabs) 
2 Ibn Hajar, Fat’h Al-Bari 5-502 
3 Takmilat Fat’h Al-Qadir 416-8, Mughny Al-Muhtaj (Al-Khatib Alsharbini) 39-3, Kishaf Al-Qina’a (Albahouti) 336-4, 
Tabyin Al-Haqa’iq (Al-zayla’i) 181-6 and 182-6. 
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8- Enjoining them to distribute the money following the law of Allah according to the 

Islamic inheritance system.  

9- Enjoining them on other matters.  

II. The Legitimacy of the Will 
The will is legitimate according to the Quran and the Sunnah, as Allah the Exalted Says: 

“Prescribed for you when death approaches [any] one of you if he leaves wealth [is that he 

should make] a bequest (will) for the parents and near relatives according to what is acceptable 

- a duty upon the righteous.” (Al-Baqarah: 180)  

Allah the Exalted also says: “…after any bequest they [may have] made or debt.” (An-Nisa: 11)  

In addition, Allah the Mighty and Sublime says: “O you who have believed, testimony [should be 

taken] among you when death approaches one of you at the time of bequest - [that of] two just 

men from among you or two others from outside.” (al-ma’idah: 106) 

Ibn’ Umar, may Allah be Pleased with him and his father, narrated that the Prophet, Peace and 

Prayers be upon Him, said: "It is not befitting for a Muslim who has anything concerning which 

a will should be made, to abide for two nights without having a written will with him." 

Nafi narrated that he heard Abdullah Ibn Umar say: “Ever since I heard Allah's messenger, 

Prayers and Peace be upon Him, say this I have not spent a night without having my will 

(written) along with me.” 

III. The Moral of the Will 
The moral of the will is the constant readiness for death, and the preparation for what follows 

death so as to recuperate the rights of Allah the Exalted and the rights of the servants. The will 

is also a favor from Allah the Exalted and a charity on the servant for him to benefit from a good 

deed even at the end of his life and after his death. 
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The Prophet, Prayers and Peace be upon Him, said: “Allah has been charitable with you over 

the disposal of one third of your wealth at the time of your death, so that you may be able to 

add to the record of your good deeds. So, put it where you want and where you love.” 

(Narrated by Ibn Majah); this results in leaving a good effect on people, which causes prayers 

(blessings) onto the person who left the will and makes him a model to be followed. 

 

IV. The Ruling on the Will 
The will is either obligatory or recommended, depending on the situation of the testator (the 

person who issued the will). It is obligatory regarding what the testator owes to other people. 

The Prophet, Prayers and Peace be upon Him, said: “It is the duty of a Muslim man who has 

something which is to be given as bequest not to have it for two nights without having his will 

written regarding it.”4 

In general, a will is preferred for those who do not owe anything to other people. 

It is prohibited to bequest what violates Islamic law (Sharia) or what is unlawful, or to hurt the 

heirs [because of the will], or to prefer some heirs. 

Narrations according to Ibn Abbas (backtracked to the Prophet or not) say: “Hurting in the will 

is among the major sins.”5 

And according to Abu Huraira, the Prophet, Prayers and Peace be Upon Him, said: “Indeed a 

man, and a woman, perform deeds in obedience to Allah for sixty years, then death presents 

itself to them, and they cause such harm in the will that the Fire becomes warranted for them.” 

                                                           
4 Agreed upon 
5 Narrated by Al-Nasai with authentic referencing  
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Then Abu Huraira recited: “After any bequest which was made or debt, as long as there is no 

detriment [caused]. [This is] an ordinance from Allah, and Allah is Knowing and Forbearing.6”7 

The Conditions and Rulings of the Bequest of Money 

1. It is not permissible to bequest money to one of the heirs. The Prophet, Prayers and Peace be 

upon Him, said: “Allah has appointed for everyone who has a right what is due to him, and 

therefore no bequest must be made to an heir.” 

2. It is not permissible to bequest more than the third. The Prophet, Prayers and Peace be Upon 

Him, said: “A third, and a third is too great.” 

3. It required that the testator be sane, percipient, and he must be the owner of what he is 

bequesting. 

4. A will is an amendable contract. It is permissible for the testator to change it, modify it, or 

cancel it while he is alive. 

5. It is permissible for a Muslim to bequest to a non-Muslim and it is permissible for a non-

Muslim to bequest to a Muslim. 

6. The bequesting portion (financial portion) of the will can only be realized after paying off 

loans, the duties towards Allah the Exalted and His servants, as well as the expenses of the 

burial and the funeral.  

7. It is preferable for the will to include a donation to the poor and the needy in the family or 

others outside of it, as well as to the orphans and the widows, the mosques, establishing 

schools, sponsoring knowledge seekers, proselytizers (Da’wa seekers), Quran houses (schools), 

publishing of beneficial books, Hajj, Umrah, hospitals, in addition to charitable services for the 

public. 

                                                           
6 An-Nisaa: 12 
7 Narrated by Ahmad, Al-Tirmid’hi, and Abu-Dawud 
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8. It is also recommended and preferred that the will include a continuous charity, as it is one of 

the best forms of charity and has an everlasting reward. Anas Ibn Malik narrated that the 

Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, said:  

“There are seven good deeds having a reward that continues after the servant’s death: 

transmitting knowledge, constructing a river, digging a well, planting palms, building a mosque, 

leaving a Quran as inheritance, or a son who seeks Allah’s forgiveness on the servant’s behalf 

after his death.”  

It is also preferred for the testator to enjoin to what is lawful to do during and after death. For 

example:  

- Patience when death happens, and only saying good things while abundantly asking for 

Allah’s forgiveness, supplicating that Allah accepts the deceased into Paradise and save 

him from Hellfire. This is in addition to saying that “there is no true deity except Allah,” 

and sending prayers on the Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him.  

- Saying “We belong to Allah, and to Him we do return” when the death takes place, as 

well as “O Allah! Compensate me in my affliction, recompense my loss and give me 

something better in exchange for it.” The prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, said: 

“If any Muslim who suffers some calamity says, what Allah has commanded him, ‘We 

belong to Allah and to Him shall we return; O Allah, reward me for my affliction and give 

me something better than it in exchange for it,’ Allah will give him something better 

than it in exchange.”  

- Inviting those who can attend among the righteous people and scholars as death is 

close, and reminding the deceased before death to testify that there is no true deity but 

Allah, following the saying of the Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him: 

“He whose last words are: `la ilaha illa’Allah' (there is no true god except Allah) will 

enter Jannah.'' 

- Closing the eyes of the deceased upon death.  
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- Avoiding scarring or wailing, as the deceased suffers upon his family’s crying. The 

Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, said: "The deceased is punished due to the 

weeping of his family for him."   

- Performing the funeral prayer by a group of Muslims, given its benefit. As the Prophet, 

Peace and Prayers be upon Him, said: "If a Muslim dies and forty people, who do not 

associate anything with Allah in worship, participate in the funeral prayer over him, 

Allah will accept their intercession for him." 

- Praying for the dead person in the funeral prayer as well as other prayers, following the 

saying of the Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him: “O Allah! Forgive him and have 

mercy on him. Grant him ease and respite. Make his resting place a noble one, and 

facilitate his entry. Wash him with the purest and clean water, snow and hail. Purify him 

from sins as a white garment is cleansed of dirt. Give him in exchange a home better 

than his home (on Earth) and a family better than his family. Grant him entrance to 

Paradise and protect him from the trials of the grave and the torture of Hellfire." 

- Staying by the grave after the burial to pray and ask Allah’s forgiveness on behalf of the 

deceased. 'Amr ibn al-'As, may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: “When you have 

buried me, keep standing near my grave till a camel is slaughtered and its meat is 

distributed, so that I may feel your nearness and know what to reply to the angels sent 

by my Lord." 

For the will to be legal, it must be notarized by a lawyer or a notary public, and copies of it 

must be made and preserved in safe places so that they be accessible when needed.  
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Text of the Islamic Will 
 

I, the poor servant to Allah, _________________________________ whose address is 

______________________________________________________________________________

on the ___th day of _______________________ 

Corresponding to _________________________________(Hijri date) , bequest the following: 

1- I bear witness that there is no true god but Allah, He who has no partner, and I bear 

witness that Muhammad, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, is His Servant and Prophet. I 

bear witness that the Hour is coming, with no doubt in it, and that Allah will resurrect 

those in the graves. I thank Allah the Exalted in all states of being. To Him is the Praise, in 

life and in the hereafter. I ask Allah, Glorified be He, to forgive my former and latter sins, 

which I have done secretly, and which I have done openly, and to accept my righteous 

deeds and forgive my lack of efforts, negligence, or incapacity.  

2- I enjoin my family and brothers to forgive me for any mistake or negligence I made 

towards any one of them, and I ask from my family to pay off Allah’s duties, as well as His 

servants’ duties after my death, from my own money.  

3- I enjoin those whom I left, especially my wife and my sons and daughters, to be righteous 

towards Allah, and to obey Him, Glorified be He, in all matters, avoid all what He forbids, 

and deter from all acts of disobedience and sins whether minor or major. I ask them to 

obey the Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, and follow His Sunnah and guidance: 

"O My Sons, indeed Allah has chosen for You this religion, so do not die except while You 

are Muslims." (Al-Baqarah: 132)  

4- I enjoin my sons and daughters to pray and preserve their prayers, to worship Allah and 

not make any associates with Him, and to preserve the pillars of Islam, including praying, 

fasting, Zakat, and performing Hajj, and to maximize their righteous deeds.  

5- I enjoin those attending my death to abundantly remember Allah the Exalted and recite 

the Quran, and help me utter the testimony (shahada), as the Prophet, Peace and Prayers 
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be upon Him, said: “If anyone's last words are ‘there is no god but Allah’ he will enter 

paradise.” 8 

6- I enjoin all my family members to be patient and content with the decree of Allah, the 

Exalted. Um Salamah, may Allah be pleased with her, narrated that the Prophet, Peace 

and Prayers be upon Him, said: "When you visit a sick or a dying person, you should utter 

good words because the angels say `Ameen' at what you say.'' She added: “when Abu 

Salamah (may Allah be pleased with him) died, I came to the Prophet and said: ‘O 

messenger of Allah, Abu Salamah has died.’ He directed me to supplicate thus: 

‘Allahumma ighfir li wa lahu, wa a`qibni minhu `uqbatan hasanatan (O Allah, forgive me 

and him, and bestow upon me a better future (give me a better substitute).’ So, I 

supplicated as He directed, and Allah gave me a man who was better for me than Abu 

Salamah (i.e. the prophet Muhammad, Peace and Prayers be upon Him).’”9 

7- I enjoin my sons, my daughters, my family, and my beloved ones to pray for me after my 

death. And I ask my brothers and sisters to forgive me and ask for Allah’s forgiveness on 

my behalf, especially those of you whom I hurt through words, deeds, or gestures. I hold 

you all witnesses on my forgiveness to anyone who is dutiful towards me. May Allah 

forgive me, my brothers, and all Muslims.  

8- I enjoin my family to not wail, scream, strike the cheeks, tear the clothes, or call the 

Jahiliyah calls, as the Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him, said: "He is not one of us 

who strikes his cheeks, rends his garment, and calls the calls of the Jahiliyyah."10 

9- I enjoin that the women do follow the funeral’s walk, as Um ‘Attiya said, according to the 

Prophet, Peace and Prayers be upon Him: “We were forbidden to follow the bier 

(coffin).”11 

10- I enjoin that the cleansing of the body, the shrouding, as well as the prayer of the funeral 

and the burial be all performed according to the Quran and the Sunnah. 

                                                           
8 Narrated by Abu-Dawud 
9 Narrated by Muslim 
10 Agreed upon 
11 Narrated by Bukhari 
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11- I enjoin that I be buried in the country where I die, and that my body not be transported 

to another place.  

12- I enjoin my family and the executor of my will to pay off my loans, from my money, to the 

best of their capacities, before burying me. I enjoin that my financial duties towards 

others, especially the ones who are mentioned in this document or those who claim their 

money proving their claims be fulfilled.  

13- I enjoin that the inheritance be distributed on the lawful heirs, males and females, 

according to the Quran and the Sunnah, and according to the Islamically prescribed 

provisions. 

14- I enjoin a continuous charity to the Islamic Center of Passaic County, consisting of the 

following amount12:  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

15- The Islamic Center of Passaic County13 or a credible Islamic juror are to clarify the Islamic 

rulings related to this will and the distribution of the inheritance according to Islamic law. 

16- This is my will, and Allah is my witness that I am innocent from any saying or deed 

opposing the Quran and the Sunnah in my life and after my death.  

17- Whoever neglects the execution of this will, changes it, or disobeys Islamic law in 

executing what was mentioned or not mentioned, will be held accountable by Allah the 

Exalted, Who said: “Then whoever alters the bequest after he has heard it - the sin is only 

upon those who have altered it. Indeed, Allah is Hearing and Knowing.” (Al-Baqarah: 181).  

18- I designate ___________________________________________________________ 

“Executor” whose address is _________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

to execute this will and supervise it in all fear of Allah, according to its content, without 

                                                           
12 It is possible to specify another and more than one beneficiary  
13 It is possible to specify any [credible] entity or person to be a reference and judge regarding Islamic rulings 
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any additions or deletions. In case anything is unclear, Executor is to refer to the juror 

mentioned in clause number 15.  

19- Designation of Health Care Agent: I designate ___________________________________ 

”Health Care Agent” whose phone number is ____________________________________ 

and whose address is 

________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

to have the power of making all decisions that are related to my health care, if my primary 

care physician makes an official statement that I lost the ability to make my own health 

care decisions. Health Care Agent must make decisions that are compatible with Islamic 

law and consult with knowledgeable and credible Islamic jurors. This Designation takes 

effect if I become unable to make my personal medical decisions as documented in 

writing by my primary care physician. 

20- Loans that need to be paid off on my behalf14 

Name of the lender: ______________________________________ 

Phone number of the lender: ______________________________________ 

Address of the lender: _______________________________________________________ 

Amount of the loan: ___________________________________ 

Nature of the loan: ________________________________________________________ 

21- Money that others owe me15  

Name of the borrower: ____________________________________________________ 

Phone number of the borrower: _______________________________________________ 

Address of the borrower: ____________________________________________________ 

                                                           
14 It is possible to attach additional signed sheets indicating more lenders 
15 It is possible to attach additional signed sheets indicating more borrowers 
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Amount of the Loan: _______________________________ 

Nature of the loan: ______________________________________ 

22- Signature of the testator: _____________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________________________________ 
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23- Notarization of the Will in the Presence of Witnesses or Public Notary:     

First Witness Second Witness 

Name: Name: 

Address:  

 

Address:  

Signature: Signature:  

 

Date this will was written:   _______________, corresponding to  ___________________ 

(Hijri Date).  

24- Signature of the notary public or attorney:  

 


